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Village of Burns Lake
Council Report


To: 		Village of Burns Lake Mayor and Council 
From:	Amy Wainwright, Deputy Director of Planning and Development
	Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako
Date:		January 13, 2025   
Subject: 	OCP Amendment Application VBL-OCP-2025-01 LGHI
		Bylaw for 1st and 2nd Reading
		Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 1101, 2025
		
RECOMMENDATION: 						
1. THAT Council consider and approve the consultation identified in the attached consultation checklist;
2. THAT Village of Burns Lake Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 1101, 2025 be given first and second readings; and
3. THAT a Public Hearing be set for Tuesday, January 27, 2026. 

OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN AMENDMENT SUMMARY
The Official Community Plan (OCP) is a key document that describes the long-term land use management vision for the community. It contains objectives and policies that set out long-term development plans. All bylaws and works undertaken by the municipality must be consistent with the OCP.
The Village of Burns Lake asked the RDBN Planning Department to update the OCP to incorporate recently introduced provincial requirements for housing needs, and density changes to support several high-density housing projects currently proposed within the Village. 
Housing Updates
The province now requires all local governments to update their OCPs to include specific housing policies and designate enough residential land to meet the 20-year housing need as identified in the most recent housing needs report. For the Village of Burns Lake this is 173 dwelling units. This required update presents an opportunity to further support housing development by removing density restrictions in the OCP. This will simplify the approval process for projects that require zoning amendments to increase density. There are currently three proposed housing projects that will benefit from this amendment. 
The entire housing section of the OCP has been updated, including an updated residential land inventory to show how much land is currently zoned to allow new housing (up to 626 dwelling units). The OCP has much more land designated for residential development than needed to meet the 20-year housing need of 173 dwelling units. 
As also required by the province, policies and statements have been added and/or identified that address: 
	· Affordable housing
	· Senior’s housing

	· Rental housing
	· Family housing

	· Special needs housing
	

	· Shelters for individuals experiencing homelessness and individuals at risk of homelessness

	· Housing in close proximity to transportation infrastructure that supports walking, bicycling, public transit or other alternative forms of transportation


[bookmark: _Toc461721927][bookmark: _Toc467751304][bookmark: _Toc461721923][bookmark: _Toc467751300]REFERRALS
This referral report was provided to the departments, organizations and provincial ministries as identified on the attached consultation checklist. It was requested that detailed written comment be provided regarding the proposed OCP amendment and its effect on each department or organization. 
Administration: 	Admin from Village of Burns Lake has no concerns.
Public Works:		I have no questions or concerns at this time.
Fire Department:	The Protective Services Department has no concerns with the proposed OCP amendment.
Building Inspection:	No concerns from building inspection.
School District No. 91:	Nechako Lakes (SD91) foresees no pressures in our Burns Lake schools given the ongoing enrolment decline being experienced across the district. We have considerable space in our schools. If there is a concern, it would be recruiting and retaining qualified staff should more students arrive.
Ministry of Transportation and Transit:	No comments as of Dec 5, 2025
T’sil Kaz Koh:		No comments as of Dec 5, 2025
Lake Babine Nation:	No comments as of Dec 5, 2025
ATTACHMENTS
· Consultation checklist
· OCP Amendment Bylaw No. 1101, 2025
· Village of Burns Lake Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 970, 2017 (link)
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Carve your path.




